
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE NEW APPROACH TO THE NHS, PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCI AL CARE 
 

 
Radical changes are underway in how health and soci al care are to be organised in 
England.  This paper gives some information which w ill be useful background for the 
workshop on NHS and Social Care Reform.  We have wr itten in italics information which is 
relevant to how you might get involved in influenci ng decisions at a local level.   
 

 
Q: WHO CURRENTLY PLANS AND FUNDS ('COMMISSIONS') TR EATMENT AND CARE FOR 
PEOPLE WITH HIV? 
 
A:  HIV treatment and care are currently commissioned by local Primary Care Trusts (PCTs), which are 
NHS managerial bodies.  PCTs often collaborate together to commission HIV treatment and care on a 
wider geographical basis (e.g across London).  Other NHS and public health services are also 
commissioned by PCTs.   
 
HIV social care is commissioned by local authorities. 
 
PCTs will be abolished in April 2013 - and new commissioning arrangements will be put in place  
 
Q: WHO WILL BE COMMISSIONING TREATMENT AND CARE FOR  PEOPLE WITH HIV ONCE 
PCTs HAVE GONE? 
 
A:  Most secondary care (for example, hospital care) will be commissioned by 'clinical commissioning 
groups ' - which will be groups of GP practices.  Clinical commissioning groups will not cross local 
authority boundaries - all GP practices will have to be part of a clinical commissioning group.  The 
governing body of a clinical commissioning group will include at least one nurse and one doctor who is 
a secondary care specialist; and there must be at least two lay members, one leading on patient and 
public involvement, and one overseeing key governance issues.  The clinical commissioning groups will 
be obliged to consult on their local commissioning plans. 
 
Primary care (for example, GP services) will be commissioned by a new national body, the NHS 
Commissioning Board .  The NHS Commissioning Board will also be responsible for authorising the 
new clinical commissioning groups. 
 
HIV treatment and care is almost always hospital/clinic based in the UK.  But the way HIV treatment is 
to be commissioned will be different from most hospital-based NHS care - it will not be commissioned 
by clinical commissioning groups.  Instead it will also be commissioned by the NHS Commissioning 
Board.  The NHS Commissioning Board will commission HIV services at an extended local level, 
equivalent to a 'cluster' of the current PCT boundaries.   
 
The NHS Commissioning Board will have an obligation to involve patients, carers and the public in their 
commissioning decisions. 
 
There remain questions as to how the NHS Commissioning Board will ensure its work is integrated with 
the rest of local health and social care.  The NHS Commissioning Board will not be routinely 
represented on local Health and Wellbeing Boards (see below for an explanation of these Boards), but 
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only involved for relevant local commissioning decisions.  Yet many decisions of Health and Wellbeing 
Boards around wider health and social care will affect people with HIV.  
 
Q: HOW WILL SOCIAL CARE BE COMMISSIONED? 
 
A:  Local authorities currently commission social care and will continue to do so under the new 
arrangements.  There will be an even greater emphasis on ensuring that healthcare and social care are 
well integrated from the patient's perspective.  Social care should, amongst other things, support the 
person living with HIV in staying well.  Local authorities will be expected to publish annually 'local 
accounts' of the quality and outcomes of their social care services to ensure local accountability. 
 
Q: WHAT ABOUT PUBLIC HEALTH (including sexual healt h services)? 
 
A:  Public health refers to wider services and actions which can benefit the health of the local 
population, and decrease rates of ill-health and the need for NHS care.  They will often be services 
specifically designed to prevent ill-health such as smoking cessation courses, exercise clubs for the 
elderly, or, in the case of sexual health, HIV prevention activities or support in safer sex.  The 
Government wishes to prioritise public health at both national and local levels. 
 
PCTs currently commission public health but once PCTs are abolished this role will be undertaken by 
local authorities .  The senior official with this responsibility in the local authority will be the Director of 
Public Health.   
 
A new national body will be set up called Public Health England , an executive agency of the 
Department of Health, with overall responsibility for public health, including surveillance, national 
immunisation programmes and national health promotion campaigns.   
 
Public Health England will also have a ring-fenced budget for health improvement at the local level 
which will be distributed to local authorities to improve public health.  A ring-fenced budget is a budget 
which has to be spent solely as intended, in this case on public health, and not be diverted for any other 
purpose.  We still do not know whether the amount to be set aside will be sufficient to meet public 
health needs.  With the money for public health, local authorities will also receive a 'mandate' from 
Public Health England with some broad guidance as to how the money should be spent, including what 
services it is mandatory for them to provide.  Sexual health services will be a mandatory service. 
 
Local authorities will be given within their public health responsibilities the role of commissioning local 
sexual health services.  This will include testing and treatment for STIs, contraception (outside GP 
practices) and sexual health promotion and prevention.  Local sexual health (GU) clinics will also be 
commissioned by local authorities.  So clinics will have most of their services commissioned by their 
local authority but with any HIV treatment and care commissioned by the NHS Commissioning Board. 
 
Q: HOW WILL LOCAL PERFORMACE ON HEALTH AND SOCIAL C ARE BE EVALUATED? 
 
A:  The Government is stressing that under the new arrangements the focus for evaluation of progress 
will be outcomes  (rather than activity) - in other words the difference any service actually makes to 
people's lives.  They are therefore planning three Outcomes Frameworks - for the NHS, for Public 
Health and for Social Care - which are meant to be coordinated and which will identify key indicators 
against which people in a local area can measure impact and progress. 
 
Q: WHO WILL MONITOR PERFORMANCE AT A LOCAL LEVEL? 
 
A:  Local authorities will retain their scrutiny powers over health care through overview and scrutiny 
committees (comprising local councillors) or comparable arrangements.  This is one means whereby 
concerns and questions can be raised on local health and social care services.  Any NHS-funded 
commissioner or service provider can be required to attend these scrutiny meetings.  Consideration is 
being given as to how HealthWatch can be effectively involved in scrutiny processes.
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HOW LOCAL DECISIONS WILL BE MADE WHICH AFFECT YOU  
 
Under the new arrangements the Government expects NHS services, social care and health 
improvement to be coordinated and 'joined up' at the local level.  Your local authority is the body 
expected to bring the planning and delivery of these different services together in a local Health and 
Wellbeing Board.   
 
Q: WHAT IS A HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD?   
 
A:  The role of local authorities will be 'to lead on improving the strategic coordination of commissioning 
across NHS, social care, and related children's and public health services'.   
 
They will have to do this through a 'health and wellbeing board', a local authority body which will bring 
together the key NHS, public health and social care leaders in each local authority area to work in 
partnership.  Their meetings will generally be in public.  They will have a legal duty to involve users and 
the public in their work. 
 
Q: WHO WILL BE ON THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD? 
  
A:  Clinical Commissioning Groups in the area will all be represented on the board.  The Director of 
Social Services, the Director of Children's Services, the Director of Public Health and local HealthWatch 
will also all have to be members, as well as at least one local councillor. 
 
But it will be up to the local authority to make the final decision as to who else might join the health and 
wellbeing board.  There is no limit on the number of local councillors who can be appointed to the 
Board.  Participation can be invited from local representatives of the voluntary sector and other relevant 
public service officials.  The Department of Health also states that 'They will also want to ensure input 
from professionals and community organisations that can advise on and give voice to the needs of 
vulnerable and less-heard groups'. 
 
Q: WHAT WILL BE THE MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE HEALTH AND  WELLBEING BOARD? 
 
A:  Their main purpose is to ensure that NHS services, social care and health improvement (for 
example STI and HIV prevention work) all join up and support each other.  This is very important for 
people with HIV who very often need social care support in addition to NHS services and who also 
have an interest in broader health improvement around sexual health.   
 
To do this the health and wellbeing board will develop a joint strategic needs assessment (JSNA) .  
The JSNA will analyse the local current and future needs of adults and children, bringing together a 
wide range of data and users views.  There will be a legal obligation on NHS and local authority 
commissioners 'to have regard' to the JSNA when they make commissioning decisions. 
 
The JSNA will be a key opportunity for people with HIV, the voluntary sector, HIV clinics and other 
services to influence the direction and decisions around services at the local level and ensure the 
interest of people with HIV are listened to. 
 
One advantage of the JSNA is that it will mean commissioners (most of whom in the NHS will be GPs) 
will get 'an insight into parts of the population that are either unregistered or invisible to general 
practice' - again important for the many marginalised individuals and groups who may be particularly 
vulnerable to HIV, and because some people with HIV do not tell their GP about their HIV diagnosis. 
 
Once the JSNA is agreed the next step will be for the health and wellbeing board to develop a joint 
health and wellbeing strategy (JHWS) .  The JHWS will span NHS, social care and public health, as 
well as possibly taking account of other relevant areas such as housing and education.  The JHWS will 
be the overarching framework within which commissioning plans are developed for the local area, 
setting out how the needs in the area will be addressed and health inequalities reduced.  The Health 
and Wellbeing board will consider whether commissioning plans are in line with the JHWS and raise the 
matter formally if they are not. 
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Q: HOW WILL HEALTHWATCH REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF SERVICE USERS? 
 
A:  Under the new arrangements Local Involvement Networks (LINks) will become the local Health 
Watch, a 'local consumer champion across health and care'.    They will be commissioned and funded 
by the local authority to  

• promote patient and public involvement,  
• seek views on local health and social care services which can be fed back into commissioning,  
• support patients in exercising choice (e.g helping them choose a GP practice) 
• inform Health Watch England about what is happening locally and report concerns about the 

quality of providers independently of the local authority. 
 
There will be a requirement that local Health Watch membership is representative of different users.  
HealthWatch will be a member of the local Health and Wellbeing Board. 
 
There will also be a national body, Health Watch England, part of the Care Quality Commission (CQC), 
which can as a result of information raised by local Health Watch propose to CQC investigations of 
poor services.  It will also provide advice and support to local Health Watch in the fulfilment of their 
functions, and to the NHS Commissioning Board, Monitor, and the Secretary of State. 
 
 
 
SOME KEY DATES  [subject to passing of Health and S ocial Care Bill] 
 
October 2011 

NHS Commissioning Board established in 'shadow form' 

 
October 2012 

NHS Commissioning Board starts authorising clinical commissioning groups 

HealthWatch England and local HealthWatch established and operational - ready to participate in 
clinical commissioning groups and local Health and Wellbeing Boards as they are set up 
 
April 2013 

PCTs abolished.   

Clinical commissioning groups begin commissioning local secondary care (or for an interim period 
the NHS Commissioning Board if clinical commissioning groups not yet ready in a local area). 
 
Local authorities have full powers and funding for local public health. 
 
Full transition of responsibilities to Public Health England completed. 
 

 
 


